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A method of monitoring for availability of a 
function in a computer system, according to 



database of the computer system stores, for a 
stem function monitored for availability, 
respective information which describes the 
coAditions under which the availability of a 
sys\em function is to be assessed as existing or 
no ipnger existing, 

the Aforementioned information is used, when a 
chang\ in the state of a component of the computer 
systemXhas taken place or is intended, to assess 
whetheA this results or would result in a change 
in termk of the availability of the aforementioned 
system function, 
2. A method of monitoring for availability of a 

system functioV in a computer system, according to 
which 

a system f\3riction for monitoring for availability 
is prescribed by marking in a database of the 
system the domponent mappers for the components 
which contribute to the availability of the 
af orementioned Vystem function, 

the component ifeappers marked as such are used, 
when a change Vi the state of a component has 
taken place or isXintended, to assess whether this 
results or would\ result in a change in the 
availability of \ the aforementioned system 
function . 

3. A method of moni^ring for availability of a 

system function in a computer system, according to 
which 

the respective current \( functional ) state of a 
(system) component is re^prded for said (system) 
component in the database. 
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in addition, th^ database records, for each system 
component, whether said component contributes to 
the availabilit^A of a system function monitored 
for availabilityV and, if so, for which system 
function or syste^t functions. 
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when a change in the staLe of a component of the 
system has taken place ybr is intended, the data 
stored in the databasfe for the other system 
components are used / to assess whether the 
availability of a sy:/tem function monitored for 
availability changes br would change as a result 
of the aforementioned/ change . 
4. A method of monitoring for availability of a 

system function in a c/omputer system, according to 
which 

a stipulation rega/rding which system function is 
monitored for availability is used to mark, among 
the components of the system which are mapped in 
the database, thise components which are necessary 
for the availability of the system function, 
in addition, / the respective state of the 
components of the system which are mapped in the 
database is mafked for said components, 
when a change/ in the state of a component has 
taken place is intended, an assessment is made 

of whether this results or would result in a 
change in tpe availability of the aforementioned 
system function. 

5. The meth/bd as claimed in one of claims 2 to 4 , 

characterized ±ji that 

the database stores, for each system function regarded 
as being relJvant to availability, information which 
describes the/ conditions under which the availability 
of a system ifunction is to be assessed as existing or 
no longer existing. 
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6. An availability moni/toring component in a 

computer system, which, when I change in the state of a 
component of the system has t/aken place or is intended, 
uses information stored is( the database to assess 
whether this changes or woAld change the availability 
of a system function, whlre, for this purpose, the 
database indicates for eafch data map for a component 
whether the mapped component contributes to the 
availability of a system function, and, if so, to which 
system function or systerrf functions. 

7 ^ The availability monitoring component as 

claimed in claim 6, 
characterized in that 
the availability morVitoring component additionally 
makes the af orement icAied assessment on the basis of 
particular conditions / which are stored in the database 
for each system funct^ion regarded as being relevant to 
availability . 

8, A computer system, having 

a stipulation Jieans which can stipulate for the 
system which ^stem function is to be monitored 
for availability, 

a component map which, for a component, records in 
the database / whether said component is at all 
necessary forf a system function monitored for 
availability /and for which system function it is 
necessary, knd which also records for the 
component l/he respective (functional) state 
thereof, 

an assessmer/t means which uses the aforementioned 
in a component map to assess whether 
the state of a component which has 
or is intended has resulted or would 
[a change in the availability of the 



records mad^ 
a change 
taken place 
result in 



aforementioned system function, 



